DeurSol, 3/V/yO 

&tor we spoke today and you mentioned that John abt is alive and well it occured 
1;j me that you might not know how he is in the JiK assassination story. Oswald. had asked 
to be able to phone him, to ask him to represent Oswald. °ohn was out of town and Oswald 
did not reach hir.i. When he learned about it John said lie could not represent Oswald and 
tl-iat was ;.n the papers. tfnly the police; never told Ogswald. u o, when the ABA lawyer was 
J ;here and offered to defend him or provide defense Oswald held off and that is one reason 
he never had a lawyer. Another is that the police did not inform him of at leass another 
coffer of help, from a Chicago lawyer named McDermid. McDermid' s telegram was not in Oswald' d 
]X>ssessions after he wa.. killed, a slip of paper that include Join's phone number was. 

I last saw u ohn once and briefly when he and lt.rcantonio represented some Com- 
munist ■‘"arty defendants xn u mith Act cases. He was in Washington with *'*arc, as I remember. 

Idl and I were good friends of Marc's. We met him as I now recall when hies framed 
Pat Jackson and me and we Mcame friends. I never was on his staff but I helped him and 
drove him often, inclduing to and from the white House and airport, lived w: th me for 
a while. We became good friends of two former progressive Congressmen through him. You 
may remember Johnny Bernard and Jerry O'Connell, of Minn, and Mont, respectively. Both 
were ruined by the Carbolic church. Last we saw Then they both took the bus from Wash- 
ington and spent a weekend with us at the farm. They were not well of and short as 
*■ ohnny was A had clorhes that were decent and they could .use, suits and overcoat and 
]. was glad they were not too proud to accept that kind of help. 

I did Marc's research for him. ^ used to call me ".Maes." I spell it that way 

because it was not bee.. .use 1 then had files he could usA,It was after the movie. The x hin 

ijian, x Mlo Vance. When he wanted more time in the Lend-Lease debates and had to get it 

from Jol Bloom, he forthrightly asked me to get what would embarrass tiloom for him and 

1 did: Mussolini had decorated his daughter Vera, an artist or a sculptor, and she had 

,both accented the decoration to, begin wit^j and failed to return it after he joined the axis. 
y ) s-fvti C h ft vr^Y f-rr( i yr; t / it, /Ip a J 

' in my continued research on Dies I spotted something quickly and traced it. To take 

the heat off themselces for not doing anything against the fascists they pretended to an 
investigation of the Japanese they did not make. They literally stole an anti-Japanese 
government newsletter by Japanese who has. a limited and really inadequate command of 
English. They printed it as their report on their own work. So, I got for^jrc photo- 
states of individual pages of the newsletter and of the Dies report and he read from one 
c-tnd then th.; other to an absolutely silent house. Cifoma fualt for comma fault, misspelling 
for misspelling. I dentical! 

Then it got to be too much for the right-wing extremist, Clare Hoffman, of Mich, 
he was also odd. He had hi 4 suis : made with no jacket pockets, for example. So, he got up 
to defend Dies. How anybody coulti tiling he could defend from what Mzrc was putting in the 
^feoord with the most eloquent ridicule I can't imagine. Hare, as always, yielded the floor, 
and Hoffman said somethin! irrelevant and silly and then *Virc said, in about these words: 

"The gentleman from nichigan reminds me of a tugboat on the Bast ■ u iver where I live. 
That tugboajJ ha & a three-inchjt boiler and a six-inch whistle. <uid every time they blew 
th:; whistle the boat stopped. That is how the gentleman from Idchigan is: mention •Dies* 
and he stops." That brought the House down! I'm bsrry that Congressional Mecord disappeared 
when - was in the army. 

Beople don t realise it and historians ignore it but everything he then stood for 
and fought for and via..: called a red for has since become national policy. He was just 
ahead of liis time. He and i)DR got along well, though. I drove Mm there often and when he 
left he'd tell mu what they'd discussed. 1 remember two of those matters clearly. One shocked 
me and she other elated me, as though someone else is goner- JLly given credit for it. What 
shocked me, and I'll omit hire's Bast-Har±em irritation of KDR's accent and rnenner of 

speakigg, had arc still stunned when he got in my 1937 Dodge. Bxik had said, "Iiarc, your 
boy mussolini ,~is behaving himself very well. If he continues to behave this well I tliink 
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I can guarantee him Eritrea and Somalia. " i’his was incredible as powr politics and 
because 4i arc was the most anti-fascist national legislator. The other time I remember 
is when Aarcfl, who had offered a bill often and that' year had it HH1 , which took sone 
doing and finaggling. It was to create a fair-employment practises law. The deal EDH 
offered him was don't press for the law, which can be divisive during the war, and I'll 
appoint a *air finployments Practises Commission. Phillips Kandolph is given credit for 
that by the blacks, and without doubt he jrnd others demostrated for it, but this is how 
it really came about. 

There was fascists, or peopleass^sympathetie to the fasxists, in u arclk. district, 
but many of them loved and supported Marc. One was named Chiromello, or at least it was 
pronounced that Way. He had a brother who was one of Mussolini's bodyguards, fte had a 
small pastry/ baked-good/cof fee shop on the northwest corner of 116 St and Second ave. , 
and what he had was always fine, delicious. He made a big thing of it when -HI /and I were 
there, <vnd we enjoyed what he served more than the elaborate attention. 4i arc lived on that 
sid , of 116, about the middle of the block, to the west. 

What wa3 really funny was the time there had been a rough campaign against Meirc, 

"ith some violence and flirty work and some of his constituents were afraid that because 
of his opposition to national policies, rather some of them, someone might try to harm hin. 

A. group of them insisted that they had to escort him and tliat he could not use the plane 
he always used, -“ever the train. They had a very big Bijic|j& with jump seats, and he* had 
to ksp~keep that assemblage away from his office. So he called me up to come anjget 
them. They included this cafe owner, the UP organiser for that district, a professional 
pickpocket known as Dzinni the l>ip, the leader of the Puerto Hico Independence Party, 
who'd had to leave Puerto Hico because he had defend^ the nationalists, Hlbizu Uompo 3 and 
the others, and others I do not remenber. (l fin reminded that when the last of the Nationalist 

; defendants waS release from Atlanta prison Marc had me meet him at th - bus or train. ) If 

; that gang had continued to hang out i n Marc's office at the least he^ risked being 
: embarrassed. Tliat was swearing-in day and/ they drove back to A 'eu York that night, getting 
ill in a fine and world-famous restaurent to which I'd directed them. Only they got the 
; wrong one. (The Independence Party leader was a good friend, Oilberto Concepcion, be 
; “racia. Mast time I saw him I'd just gone to the hospital and paid his bill because he 
i was broke and he stayed witfo JJ il and me in Virginia until he made other arrangements. He 
| was a remarkably eloquent orator in Spanish but I wrote some speeches, for hin in English. 

! He had poor health and (lied fairly young in his native land.) / fliwh : k U 'Ju h {i v <■ 

VfVk [n m ^ L ?‘ frer i ■ 

i IV wandered again. I don't think it would have made any difference if Oswald 

| had had a lawyer, although it well might have if the lawyer had insisted on being present 
I whenever Oswujd was questions'. That, had it happened, would have n^.do a radical dif- 
| ference in the time Oswald was moved from the police Jail intended ff or the sheriff's. 

: That was, M think, before Miranda . The cops may not have permitted’ it. But had there been 
: any change in the time of moving Os. aid all of history si fee then could have been dif- 
ferent because there could have been a trial ana he. could not have, been convicted and 
! that conviction upheld, l-wby u,ttuU m .Mb u J U It, S h frt 

Oswald knew that Ab|* had defended c 0 - nunists and he had bee called one, although 
■he wasn't. I think that is the only basis for his wanting abt. 

I don't know whether you knew Marc. • L t is surprising the great respect the other 
^embers, meaning mahy of them and those of whom I know, had for him. He knew the Mules as 
few did and u annon regularly, to my knowlclge, consulted with him on them. Gannon was the 
supposed master of them and their compiler. 'When Joe Martin was minority leader he'd leak 
to Marc what the At epublicans feared using themselves. One to my knowldge and recollection 
had to do with military planes fro for ^ri&ain from Buffalo before Pearl Harbor. They 
invited him to their poker games, both parties. And I was often present with him an/ them, 
in the corridors, restaurants and walking to or from the Capitol. I must have breakfasted 
or lunched with dozens of them and with him. When they were working sessions it was 

generally with liberal Democrats. I remember some bgt not all. He also introduced me to 
^embers he and I did not like, like "Judge" Howard rnith of the ififamous Bmith act. 
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Back to the fear of violence: there was viMence and against Ms jeople, including 
by the police. We were visiting him and hie, wife, Miriam, who ran Harlem House, when some 
of Ms workers were desparate%ooking for him. Someone the police wanted was hi ding until 
Marc could accompany him when he turned himself in, as a protection against getting beat 
up by thobops. That was commonplace. There was vidL nc.e at Ms famous street-comer 
meetings,' precipitated but not by Ms people. His grafiaother l_ved on the fifth floor 
of a building that had no elevator. She went to Ms street-corner rallies when he spoke 
with a newspaper under her arm in wMch she had a piece of pipe MdderJ He used to laugh 
about it when he could not talk her out of it. 

Ho went back to Ms district twice ajreek. It was a poor district and the people 
were discriminated against by officraldeml^go^ they sought Ms help. He had staff who also 
saw people with needs, but Mice weekly he saw hundreds and, to the best of Ms ability, 
served their ne . ds. 

Once he told me about a problem brought" to Mm about wMch he could tMnk of 
aotMng he could do. I could tMnk of what — could do and did. He had a constxtutent u^hi^u. 
was name, phonetical^, was Buzzolotti. The daughter had beep going with a British 
sailor whose fcai&esMppas in Xi ew York, I think for repairs at the Brooklyn Havy x ard. 
Repairs after a battle. The sailor's name was Borg. He lefj.- to girl to believe he wanted 
to marry her to have sex with her. She got pregaant and he would not marry her. The devout 
patholic family 'was desparate and went to Marc for help. 

I had a friendly relationsMp wmth the information officer at the Embassy, Craig 
icGeachey, qfootherly woman who then held the Mghest rank any woman had held in the 
foreign service. Years later I learned she is the aunt of a I'ines of ' u ondon reporter who 
became and remains a dear friend, Ian MbJonald, now information office at the International 
Monetary Mnd. I just; presented the problem to her and before long it was all arranged. 

Mot only did Borg marry her- it was fancy military wedding, crossed-swords and all. 

Mure was a Mstory buff. Mights we did not party until too late, and some of those 
nights, too, he read Mstory. I remember how fond h^ w<p of Sandberg's Malcolm. He also 
Iread all he could get on-I'il remember the namo, ir 'Me $hio writer or editor of Civil War 
days. He'd ask for what lie wanted and the Library^®! Congress would provide it. He slept 
on the sofa in the living room, of ny small, twp^room apartment at 313 H., MW. und he'd 
iread and read, until the wee$6 of the woe hatirs. Somee times lie 'cl have appointments to 
jwMch I'd have to get him, including scr^nil with MUR. I'd wake Mn and he'd say "ten 
more minutes." He had to shower, shaye ana take Ms insulin, pihe diabetes did not k-i 1 1 
Mm-liis first heart attack did. )jie was never late for ilJit but he was almost never early 
and usually just on time. 

Most but not all our parties were at the RadrilloQ., when a fine restaurant on the 
second floor of the WasMngton building, started by a SpaMsh loyalist, Peter Borros. He . 
had partners who became friends after Ms death. Me never knew him but Ms widow later 
was a customer of mine. 

I have to stop but I add a detail on the Borg deal: thft marriage was to save the 
family's fw.ee and give the baby a name. x t was by agreement to last until he shipped out 
afte^r Ms sMp was repaired. But it was both a military rind Cath&lic wedding. 

Mo telling who would be in any warty oT would join it but they were never indecorous. 
Sometimes Mil was the only woman, sometimes one or Mo more but usuallyythey were absent 
or a minority and usually we drank. Sometimes a bit much. * ^ 

Thtj/coMy really loud one I recall was at Pete Monti's bootleg restaurcmtT^oxi the 
west side of 19, nw, between L and M. Pete was a fantastic Italian cook but broke and a 
waiter, lie did well enough here to go legit, at 18 and Columbia Road somewhat later, kt 
ja tine when there; was much west-oast labor ferment about 1940, tMs party included Harry 
Bridges ;ind H rold Pritchett, CandM an head of the union of those who worked in the woods. 
They got into a loud argument during wMch Bridges shouted at Pritchett (whose Mckname was 
'"Woodchuck") that "$ou are the kind of ComnuMst who uses Ms Marxism to play the stock 
market. 'll pr ,^'^t VjUruJ Cf - / 0 f 



4 


^ . ■ — " —— — » J — — ■ — 

Come o± the dinner parties were at a then famous aaaghatii Italian restaiirant 
on ^eSalea, opposite Mayflower Hotel. Often in back yard in mild weather. Owners when 
■“il was' with us, would put bottle of Strega on table, unasked, because that was "good 
far women." ABC Hews building there now. 


<YV ~~ — "'he drunken ■ af fair of which have best r .collection involve;; Puerto Kican officials, 
'■'the resident con. issioner^and the then governor, Munoz Marin. I was to meet them both at 
the Washington Hotel and'lfe ke them to Hark but “unoz ^ariu was late, (iilberto was with us. 
The commissioner was a wo. .lthy man. We cried as he told us what the poor people were 
doing because they had no lood. all the best land was owned by th<2. sugar corporations. 

Host lood was imported iron US, more e-.pensivo in w8 ,-aid extra costs added by shipping 
from Hew Orleans. The people would catch rats, wrap them with straw, set the straw ablaze 
and throw then into th * fil^dsof ripe cane, lotting them afire. 

I drove us to the Ilot Shop on «o Ha. «-ve., opposite where M-uuPs studios are. Van 
Ness, Munoz l^arin was so drunk that when we stopped he did not wait to use the restau- 
rant's toilet- under all those lights he urinated, ;against my car. 

-- don'tbant to give the impression that these were brawls or t^at we reeled. 1 drove 
us4 without cuiy problems and without any accident. 

I may have told you about what for me was the most memorable of thafe dinner parties. 
[They'd begin with diner and last. Until after closing, not infrequently, then 2 a.n.) 

It was arranged by Congressmen who had been involved in the Dies fiasco started by Hayne 
and included Marc, bust have been more than 20 people, only a few women, including Lil, 
jlidith Johnson, who worked in J^brc's Washington office and the only other woman I remember 
:was the daughter of a NYTime :■ editor. Casey of Hass, was there, and Jfook, of Michigan, who 
used what a got from ilayne over my objections. U drafted the speech.) In the evit I did 
not tell you, Prank n ook sang two songq£s to^ne, liis words to then well-known tunes, "The 
|Dies of Texas ore °pon vou"(after The kyeyes of Texas are Upon £ou) and "Starnes Pell On 
Alamaba," After Stars fell °n Alabama. (Joes Starnes was a Hies conraittee Member.) That was, 
for me, a very fine party It celebrated the grand jury's refusal to indict Jackson and 
me and its filing two felony charges against **ayne. 

The Madrillon had a five-piece; band of Puerto -deans. They played, after claaing, 
what was forbidden in Puerto Mieo, its national anthem, La Borinquen, the island's original 
name, and one song I remember that * late heard when Navi or U ugat recored it, Tinteraro 
del liar, or Shark of the Sea. That was the story of the wonderful shark that bit off the 
| leg of the lawyer for ~he sugjir corporation, line party' 

Veil, I'va wandered and wandered! *uid barely skimmed a vital period in our history 
in some of th.; peripheral aspects b^t it was a fascinating time and those were often very 
good tines when worthwhile objecting could be and were accomplished. Li'e tlie P&a Hmploy- 
ment A-actises Commission, which did do much good while doing much less than it should 
have been able to do. 

There were political gangups on Marc, ^ook and ^oe Casey, a New Leal liberal, like 
'“oak. Hook was part Him, part Indian, ;md he hated the lumber corporations with a passion 
’they gave hi.... He was. from the Upjjer Peninsula, a poor boy, and before going to law school 
he worked for the lumbering interests. He got hurt, one; of his ara£ did not get decent 
care, and he there;! ter was limited in the; use of that arm. It was visible. He was not as 
well educated as Casey, or as smooth. Hut he was decent, sincere and honest, and warm. 

And what woes most of this liave to do with. °ohn abt? 


